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Introduction
Nowadays, knowledge of English is a prerequisite not only for communication but
also for work; having a medium-high level of linguistic knowledge is essential in some
work or study activities. Generally, the best way to achieve this level is to immerse
yourself in a suitable social and working environment in an English-speaking country.
Study, however, can help the student to improve his/her knowledge and skills. In a
globalised society where mobility and specific language level are necessary, the more
you know a specific language, the more possibilities there are to improve your
working conditions and achieve success.
Normally a language course does not teach an ESP and the field of art and
architecture are two areas that have been developed least of all over the years,
compared to marketing, technology or medicine.
The proposed activity is a micro example of how a specific language can be taught at
school, such as school of art or technical institutes, the basis of our hypothetical
student is already at an intermediate level, B2 according to CEFR (Common European
Framework of Reference for languages) and with the activity we will try to
implement his knowledge.
Level: B1/B2
Objective: Learning and strengthening of vocabulary through activities of listening,
reading, playing, interaction and comparison of Greek and Italian art; developing art
and architecture languages as ESP in students.
Student Target: last year of High School students, university studnets, workers
REFLECTION: This unit lesson does not claim to be exhaustive but a starting point of
how a specific language can be taught. Some of the proposed exercises can be
integrated or modified according to the level of knowledge of our students.
It is not easy to build an educational module on such a specific language and in
particular with a topic that is very broad, architecture and art can be declined in
many ways, but above all it was not easy to work online in such a short time. For this
reason we decided to focus on architecture, especially Greek and Italian architecture
because the team is made up of members from these two countries.
We have tried to develop all language skills and in particular the ability to speak
because the foreign student, despite having a lot of knowledge, when he/she has to
present a work, a project, a report or simply do a role-play activity, has many
difficulties, for various reasons, such as the difficulty of speaking in public, the fear of
[2]

making a bad impression in front of the teacher or classmate or simply the lack of
knowledge of vocabulary.
The Unit Lesson closes with a debate and a quiz with kahoot to try to fix the terms
learned through play and challenge.

[3]

Activity
Step 1: Warm up
In this task the students will be called to complete the crossword with the type of
monuments. Before completing the crossword a PowerPoint presentation will be
shown to them.

Across

Down

3. A structure erected as a memorial;
from the Latin word "monere,”
meaning “to remind.” Technically,
the monument serves as the
memorial.
4. Any area set aside for the burial of
the dead; also stems from the Latin
meaning of “sleeping place.”
6. The agora was a central public space
in ancient Greek city-states. It is the
best representation of city form's
response to accommodate the social

1. A cathedral is a church that contains
the cathedra (Latin for 'seat') of a
bishop, thus serving as the central
church of a diocese, conference, or
episcopate.
2. A burial chamber usually found
underground.
5. A structure designed to perpetuate
the memory of a person or event;
from the Latin word “to remember.”
“Memorial” is commonly used to
[4]

and political order of the polis.
7. An enclosure for a casket in a
mausoleum or in an area entirely or
partly underground; from the Latin
word meaning “hidden.”
9. A building or structure for aboveground burial. It was also named for
Mausolos, a king in ancient Asia
Minor whose wife, Artemisis, had an
elaborate, above-ground tomb
erected to his memory in 350 B.C. at
Halicarnassus.

refer to a gravestone or monument.
8. Another term for a burial place; from
the Greek word meaning “to
remember.”
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Step 2: Vocabulary Activities

1. Cloze: Read the text below and fill the gap with the right answer.
Architecture is a unique _____(1)_____ of art and science that has _____(2)_____ out of man's
primary need for shelter. It is concerned with the design and _____(3)_____ of buildings in their
sociological, technological and environmental context . This field is not only _____(4)_____ but also
provides the _____(5)_____ of designing and building pleasing and _____(6)_____ refined
structures to serve various needs. _____(7)_____ the fairly large number of practicing architects.
The countrywide _____(8)_____ in the initial earnings in the field are relatively _____(9)_____
what you make thereafter will depend entirely on your _____(10)____ . 1

1

1. a. blend

b. process

c. procedure

d. subject

2. a. arisen

b. earned

c. contrived

d. fizzled

3. a. appearance

b. repairing

c. decoration

d. construction

4. a. rewarding

b. vast

c. encouraging

d. Strenuous

5. a. readily

b. amenities

c. infrastructure

d. facility

6. a. readily

b. principally c. aesthetically

d. ideologically

7. a. despite

b. regarding

c. having

d. assuming

8. a. deterioration

b. spurt

c. lethargy

d. slack

9. a. exorbitant

b. negligible

c. unpredictable

d. modest

10. a. need

b. experience c. expectation

(xtra study)
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d. appearance

2. Look at the image!

2.1. MATCH these words with the correct definition helping you with the image above.
Be careful, not all words are in the image!

Word

Definition

1. Abacus

A.
an arched structure, usually made of stones, concrete, or bricks,
forming a ceiling or roof over a hall, room, sewer, or other wholly or partially
enclosed construction.

2. Axes

B.
a vault, having a circular plan and usually in the form of a portion of a
sphere, so constructed as to exert an equal thrust in all directions.
a domical roof or ceiling.
a polygonal vault, ceiling, or roof.

3. Protrusion

C. something that protrudes or projects.
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4. Overlapping

D. also called buon fresco, true fresco. the art or technique of painting on a
moist, plaster surface with colors ground up in water or a limewater mixture.
Cf. fresco secco.

5. Cantilevered

E. architecture an outside addition to a building, forming a covered approach
or entrance to a doorway.

6. Central core

F. a course of masonry, part of the stereobate, forming the foundation for a
colonnade, esp. the outermost colonnade.

7. Triglyph

G. the upper part of a column or pier that supports the entablature

8. Stone slabs

H. a slab forming the top of the capital of a column

9. Inlaid-stone

I. an imaginary line, in a given formal structure, about which a form, area, or
plane is organized.

10. Vault

J. a bracket for supporting a balcony, cornice, etc

11. Fresco

K. of or forming the center; the most important part

12. Capital

L. the bottom support of anything on which a thing stands or rest

13. Base

M. a rough outside piece cut from a log, as when sawing one into boards.

14. Porch
N. a structure consisting of a roof with columns or piers supporting it, usually
attached to a building as a porch.
15. Porticoes

O. a stone block in a Doric frieze, having three vertical channels
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16. Dome

P. a spiral ornament, found esp. in the capitals of the Ionic, Corinthian, and
Composite orders.

17. Stylobate

Q. a big stone, flat and of little thickness, that are generally used for paving
floors, for covering walls or as headstones.

18. Volute

R. to stretch over and cover a part of (something else)

Write down your answers:
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

3. LOOK at the words below and choose the best explanation or synonyms.

To build

to make (a house, etc.) by putting together parts

break into pieces

Entablature

the entire construction of a classical temple or the like
between the columns and the eaves, usually composed
of an architrave, a frieze, and a cornice

The bases of a
column

Tied down
to

to restrict the freedom or actions of (someone);

unite, link, knit,
yoke, lock.

To carry out

to put into operation;

confine:

undo

execute
To Engage
with

to interfere with the progress of;
slow down;

[9]

Be committed
with/involved with

18

Arranged

to put into a proper, systematic, or decorative order

manage

3.1. Νow WRITE a short definition or explanation of three more words and test your
classmate.

[10]

Step 3: Speaking Abilities/Interaction
In this part of the course the students will be able to learn a few words about the
architectural terminology, learn useful information concerning the following
mentioned monuments and work on their speaking skills. The students will be asked
to mention names of famous monuments around the world and describe their arch if
it is possible. Then they will be given a monument, the Pantheon located in Italy, as
an example of what they have to do.

Pantheon
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What do you know about the Pantheon? Where is it located?
The Pantheon is a shine constructed the 125 CE in Rome. It has been
designated as the best-preserved ancient building from the Ancient Rome.
The most fascinating part of the shine is its dome, which features the
intelligence of its architects, since thousands years after its construction it
keeps the building intact.2

(Cartwrigh, 2018)
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What do you know about its structure?
It is being divided into three parts; the arctic circle, the tropic and the
equator.
Do you know any interest facts about this monument?
Emperor Publius Aelius Traianus Hadrianus Augustus, recognized in history
under the name Hadrian, is credited with the basic plan and unique
architectural design of the Pantheon. According to an interpretation of
Hadrian’s will for the Pantheon, his intention was to build a sanctuary for all
All Gods- that the Pantheon would be built in the likeness of the terrestrial
globe and of the stellar sphere. To create this Pantheon, he designed an
oculus (Figure 8.) into the cupola to reveal the sky through a great hole at the
center- making this temple feel both open and mysteriously enclosed. He
envisioned prayers to rise like smoke toward that void and onward to the
place of the gods.3

(Muench, 2017)

[12]

Interesting facts about Pantheon:


the rotunda’s internal geometry creates a perfect sphere.



At the top of the Pantheon there is a light source that is called oculus. It's the
only light source of this monument. In Latin, oculus means 'eye'

[13]
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It's inlaid marble floor drained away the rain from the oculus for hundreds of
years.



Construction of Pantheon’s famous concrete dome was done layer by layerwhere the steps are thickest at the base and thinnest at the oculus 4.

(Muench, 2017)

[14]



Researches have found that the mathematics of golden section have been used
in Parthenon.



The columns might be supposed to lean outwards, but they actually lean
slightly inwards so that if they carried on, they would meet about a mile above
the centre of the building.

[15]
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The optical illusions make the Parthenon seems perfect.



Through centuries Pantheon has been a temple, a church and a mosque 5.

(Kaliambos, 2016)
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Extra Speaking Abilities to reinforce personal motivation:
1. Gather information about the Parthenon. You are an Italian tourist guide and
you have to prepare an oral presentation for your group of tourists from
Greece.
2. You are a Greek architect in London and you have to prepare an oral
presentation of the main monument of Athens.

Final Work: The Debate
We want to close the unit with another activity that further develops your speaking
skills. We have chosen a debate. Why the debate? Because it is a methodology that
develops learning from different points of view. From the purely linguistic one to the
motivational, social, cognitive one. The Debate leads students not so much to
memorize contents, but to question themselves on the validity of these contents,
spurring them to go to the root of the concepts and to question themselves on why
assumptions are made. “Pushes students to abandon superficial knowledge and
develop critical thinking and the ability to communicate their ideas “. 6
Let’s start! One represents the team of classical architects, the other a team of ultra
post modern architects. According to the debate form, contest at this question:
Should art be codified or free to express itself?

6

(Snider & Schnurer, 2006),
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Answers
A. Warm up:
1. Cathedral
2. Vault
3. Monument
4. Cemetery
5. Memorial
6. Agora
7. Crypt
8. Tomb
9. Mausoleum
B. Step 1:
1. Blend
2. Arisen
3. Construction
4. Vast
5. Infrastructure
6. Aesthetically
7. Despite
8. Spurt
9. Modest
10. Experience
C. Step 3:
Α.
Definition

Word
Abacus

A.
an arched structure, usually made of stones, concrete,
or bricks, forming a ceiling or roof over a hall, room, sewer, or
other wholly or partially enclosed construction.

Axes

B.
a vault, having a circular plan and usually in the form
of a portion of a sphere, so constructed as to exert an equal
thrust in all directions.
a domical roof or ceiling.
a polygonal vault, ceiling, or roof.

Protrusion

C. something that protrudes or projects.
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Overlapping

D. also called buon fresco, true fresco. the art or technique
of painting on a moist, plaster surface with colors ground up
in water or a limewater mixture. Cf. fresco secco.

Cantilevered

E. architecture an outside addition to a building, forming a
covered approach or entrance to a doorway.

Central core

F. a course of masonry, part of the stereobate, forming the
foundation for a colonnade, esp. the outermost colonnade.

triglyph

G. the upper part of a column or pier that supports the
entablature

Stone slabs

H. a slab forming the top of the capital of a column

Inlaid-stone

I. an imaginary line, in a given formal structure, about which a
form, area, or plane is organized.

Vault

J. a bracket for supporting a balcony, cornice, etc

Fresco

K. of or forming the center; the most important part

capital

L. the bottom support of anything on which a thing stands or
rest

base

M. a rough outside piece cut from a log, as when sawing one
into boards.

porch
N. a structure consisting of a roof with columns or piers
supporting it, usually attached to a building as a porch.
porticoes

O. a stone block in a Doric frieze, having three vertical
channels
[19]

dome

P. a spiral ornament, found esp. in the capitals of the Ionic,
Corinthian, and Composite orders.

Stylobate

Q. a big stone, flat and of little thickness, that are generally
used for paving floors, for covering walls or as headstones.

Volute

R. to stretch over and cover a part of (something else)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

h

i

c

r

j

k

o

q

m

a

d

g

l

e

n

b

f

p
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LOOK at the words below and choose the best explanation or synonyms.
To build

to make (a house, etc.) by putting
together parts

break into pieces

Entablature

the entire construction of a classical
temple or the like between the
columns and the eaves, usually
composed of an architrave, a frieze,
and a cornice

The bases of a
column

Tied down
to

to restrict the freedom or actions of
(someone);
confine:

unite, link, knit,
yoke, lock.

To carry out

to put into operation;
execute

undo

To Engage
with

to interfere with the progress of;
slow down;

Be committed
with/involved
with

Arranged

to put into a proper, systematic, or
decorative order

manage
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Solution Template for DigiEduHack
1. Introduction title: The architecture through historical monuments
2. Introductory text: (300 characters max).
Knowledge of ESP is a prerequisite for working communication because the more
you know ESP, the more possibilities there are to improve your working conditions
and achieve success. Going abroad is not always possible and study can help
students to improve their knowledge and skills.
3. Team short name: Danai, Margarita, Elisabetta
4. Members roles and background:
Elisabetta is a Spanish teacher in an Italian language high school, precisely in Brindisi.
Here she works among peers together with two Greek students.
Margarita is a current student in the Faculty of Turkish Studies and Modern Asian
Studies at Athens. She would love after graduating to start teaching the Turkish
language. This is the first Hackathon that she takes part in and here she works with
an Italian Spanish teacher and a fellow student of hers.
Danai is currently studying Turkish and Modern Asian Studies in Athens. This is her
first Hackathon collaborating with a Spanish teacher and a fellow student.
5. Contact details (if you wish)
elisabetta.cazzolla@liceopalumbo.edu.it
m.xatzoudi@gmail.com
danaikout17@gmail.com
6. Solution description: (2000 characters max).
It is not easy to build an educational module on such a specific language and in
particular with a topic that is very broad, architecture and art can be declined in
many ways, but above all it was not easy to work online in such a short time. For this
reason we decided to focus on architecture, especially Greek and Italian classical
because the team is made up of members from these two countries. Our goal is the
learning and strengthening of vocabulary through activities that develop different
skills; improving languages as ESP in students. We have decided to divide our unit
lesson in three main steps: warm-up (students approach a well-knowing vocabulary),
reinforcement of vocabulary (students work on this aspect in different ways, we only
have made one example of exercise), speaking interaction (here, too, we have
focused on small examples). Every unit at the end has a debate. Why the debate?
Since, it is a methodology that helps the student to learn from different points of
[23]

views; from the purely linguistic one to the motivational, social, cognitive one. The
Debate leads students not so much to memorize contents, but to question
themselves on the validity of these contents, spurring them to go to the root of the
concepts and to question, the last but not the least, they will put all their skills into
play. As a closing of the project, we thought of a small video game, (the game is a
complex and involving experience, it activates the subject globally and allows him to
participate, to be protagonist, to learn through practice, in a constant and natural
way, increasing his knowledge and skills) where students enter virtually into the
Parthenon and the Pantheon and to be able to go on they have to choose the right
words, not only those learned in our unit but during their studies as our target are
students of specific schools such as art or techniques; the debate and the video
game are the common thread of each unit of our hypothetical manual.
7. Solution context (2000 characters max).
We have tried to develop all the language skills but in particular the speaking ability
because the foreign student, despite having a lot of knowledge, when presenting a
job, a project, a report or simply doing a role-playing activity, has to face many
difficulties, such as the difficulty of speaking in public, the fear of making a bad
impression in front of the teacher or classmate or simply the lack of knowledge of
vocabulary. Our challenge is to perfect and improve the specific language of our
target group's students. According to Krashen, the student acquires when the
content is slightly above his/her knowledge, in our challenge the L2 student, starting
from simple crosswords arrives at a debate that is much more complex and thus
acquires more knowledge.
8. Solution target group (2000 characters max) Last years of High School
students.
We have decided to choose learners belonging to the last years of High School, a
specific school like Art School, technical School ect. Thanks to European and
international mobility, more and more students decide to study abroad or an
Erasmus project, and in both cases the language of communication is English.
Starting from this assumption we decided to choose high school students precisely
because they represent the right starting point for a real improvement of ESP,
reducing the gap between knowledge and communication of their own knowledge
that L2 students often face when they go out.
Then, every learning involves moments of metacognitive reflection and the debate
represents the most complex part, while the video game and the test through a
challenge (you can use applications such as Kahoot or Mentimeter) are the most
playful and less loaded with expectations on the part of the learner. The class must
be a place without tension and relaxed for students who can express themselves
[24]

without problems, the more relaxed the atmosphere is, also through the use of
playful approaches, the more relaxed they will be in their oral productions.
9. Solution impact (what you think the impact of your 2000 characters max).
We are optimists and we think the impact of our solution will be positive, because
students learn by doing: they are tourist guides, they plan, they confront each other
in a debate, they play and they challenge each other. This first debate was conceived
in a little bit different way compared to the standard way, a mix between debate and
impossible interview; among the (pros) are the representatives of classical
architects, on the other (cons) the ultra-postmodern ones. The question was: should
art be codified or free to express itself? In this way our students among the research
activity, the drafting of the debate, the exposition, be involved, develop soft skills
and a critical spirit. After the video game, on the other hand, we thought an
evaluation activity through Kahoot or Mentimeter, it is not original but the challenge
and competition are always a strong stimulus to learning.
Also, one of our goals is to extract the fear from each student when he/she learns
new vocabulary. We think that the activities we have chosen will help the student to
face the new terminology with a more positive perspective. They are able to learn, to
play with words, learn interesting information and of course to interact and
collaborate with each other. By these activities the process of learning a new
language is much easier and far from traditional education like learning words by
heart. Our aim is learning by experience, by interaction with the new language in
order to shape students with more confidence about their language skills.
10. Solution tweet text (280 characters max).
What’s the better way of learning the architectural terminology from learning from
the architectural miracles themselves? So, let’s learn more about architecture!
11. Solution innovativeness (2000 characters max).
Perhaps, at first sight our solution seemed not as original as it could be if we only
consider the methodologies chosen but, keeping in mind our target and based on
our experience, both as a teacher and university language students, we thought that
starting immediately with activities that are too divergent from educational
standards produces unconscious states of anxiety in the student that block his/her
learning process because they have stereotype ideas about an English foreign class.
In our project we begin by guiding the learner using their previous knowledge and in
a crescendo we arrive at the most complex part which is the oral exposition of a
debate, perhaps the real difficulty lies in trying to expose and convince a jury in a
determined and rigid time. We are firmly convinced that the part relating to the
debate and the videogame can be considered the most innovative one. First they can
[25]

be carried out both face-to-face and online and this is where their strength lies,
another strong point is the teacher's ability to adapt the lesson according to the class
levels. Our unit has, on one side a fixed scheme divided into three main points:
warm-up, vocabulary and speaking, ending with a video game and a test/challenge,
on the other side we can fill the gap between one step to another with plenty of
assignments according to the topic chosen.
12. Solution transferability (2000 characters max).
This unit lesson does not claim to be exhaustive but a starting point of how a specific
language can be taught. Some of the proposed exercises can be integrated or
modified according to the level of knowledge of the learner. We were thinking in a
wider project, a kind of book or interactive book where this unit lesson is only
prototype and, as we expose in the question n° 11, every module can have a life of
its own in a crescendo of difficulties, approaching a different aspect of the working
life or university world. At the same time it can be applied in other contexts because
the main structure of our project can be used for other ESP, for example
engineering, medicine, marketing etc. We did several researches on internet and we
called experts in the field, and both modalities highlighted how much the student or
the foreign worker, especially from the Mediterranean basin, even if they have a
good school or work preparation, they have a lot of difficulties to express their ideas,
for example finding a design slogan to a given image, making a report, presenting a
work project etc. It is for this reason that we have created a lesson with a basic
skeleton to make it adaptable to every aspect of ESP teaching. We give the skeleton
of the lesson and the teacher chooses from a virtual container the exercises most
suitable for his students. Obviously this lesson presupposes a very important work of
preparation upstream. If, on the other hand, the lessons are frontal, the professor's
book has to contain worksheets with a certain number of activities for each topic. In
sum, we would say that one is a dynamic and customizable work.
13. Solution sustainability (2000 characters max).
One of the major issues that foreign students deal with the English terminology is
the ability of speaking in front of the public. Due to their limited knowledge in
vocabulary and especially terminology they find it difficult to express themselves
properly without having to worry about that. Our plan for the implementation is to
boost the confidence of each student abou speaking. Also we would really love to
help them approach learning as a way of expressing themselves, not as something
obligatory.
14. Solution team work (2000 characters max)

[26]

I personally had a hard time working in English. I signed up for the challenge thinking
of doing it in Spanish, all of which produced serious difficulties in expressing my
ideas. Also the problems of work commitments and generational gap created misure
understanding at the beginning, but in the end we found a solution. Yes, i could
continue to work with them in the future (Elisabetta)
Personally my greatest problem wasn’t working in English but I found it really hard to
understand what the target of the hackathon was and create educational tools
without having ever taught before. However, I believe that in the end we were able
to put all the ideas together and create a nice work. I would love to do it again
despite that this was my first time participating. (Margarita)
As it was my first time on Hackathon I was really concerned about defining our goals
and collaborating with two persons I had never worked with, while having limited
time to prepare. However, we had an effective collaboration that resulted in the
creation of an innovative method of teaching a foreign language. I would really love
to continue working with this team in the future. (Danai)
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